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1. What does obedience mean?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. Who are you obedient to? E.G parents.
________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think that people obey orders from others?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Think of a situation when you have obeyed an order even though it meant you doing something you didn’t agree with. Why did you obey? What stopped you from sticking up for what you thought was right?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Stanley Milgram decided to research obedience. 

Milgram’s studies of obedience

Stanley Milgram carried out a number of experiments to try to understand this aspect of human behaviour. He found that most people are likely to obey orders that go against their conscience.

Research the following:
Useful link: https://www.simplypsychology.org/milgram.html
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In reality the ‘learner’ was in on the experiment and never received a shock!

[image: ]This procedure was very stressful to the ‘teacher’ participants. Most of them, at some point, protested and asked to stop. Many of the participants showed signs of extreme anxiety – biting their lips, trembling, sweating etc. When the ‘teacher’ tried to stop he was encouraged by the experimenter to continue.

1. Please continue/please go on
2. The experiment requires that you continue
3.  It is absolutely essential that you continue
4. You have no other choice, you must go on

Although most of the participants verbally dissented (refused to go on), 65% of them obeyed behaviourally, going on to the end of the experiment and delivering the full 450 volts to Mr Wallace.
[image: ]
Question: Do you think you would have obeyed? Why do you think they did obey? DO you think people will still obey instructions today, even if they do not agree?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]
Watch the link below: Do you need to change your previous response, or does this confirm what you already thought?

Milgram Experiment revisited (Derren Brown) - https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Milgram+Experiment+revisited+%28Derren+Brown%29

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Other research into obedience
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Hofling et al (1966) carried out an experiment in a hospital. They arranged for a nurse (participant) working alone on a night shift to receive a phone call from an unknown doctor, asking her to administer 20 mg of a drug that was not known to the nurse, to a patient, so that the drug would have taken effect by the time he arrived. If the nurse obeyed, she would be breaking several rules;
· giving twice the maximum allowed dose
· administering a drug that wasn’t on the ward stock list
· taking a telephone instruction from an unknown doctor
· acting without a signed order from a doctor

Despite all of this, out of 22 nurses went ahead and started to give the patient the drug (it was a placebo). 
The nurses later said that they had been asked to do things like this before and that doctors tended to get mad if nurses didn’t do as they were told. 

When Hofling later asked nurses who hadn’t taken part what they thought the obedience level would be, they all said that they were certain a nurse would never obey such an order.  


 
  



















	
Research this study: https://www.simplypsychology.org/hofling-obedience.html
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[image: ]This study by Hofling et al shows that high levels of obedience can be obtained in a real-life setting.

Why does this provide validity for Milgram’s study?
Key word: Validity - the quality of being logically or factually sound; soundness or cogency.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What is Conformity?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Define: 
Compliance 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Identification
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Internalisation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension 
1.What does continuity mean?
2.What does discontinuity mean?
3.What does quantitative mean?
4.What does qualitative mean? 
5. What is nomothetic?
6. What is idiographic?
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